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Flying Eagle Boss
n Action Nearly
Quarter - Century

By GEORGE SPRINGER
: Sports fditor, Beckley Post-Herald
‘Twenty-one complete seasons, with the exception of a
lwo-year term in the service, for Jerome Van Meter as
ilson Hégh school has taught
the fans of Beckley to become very endeared lo the man
who brings up-the young high school boys in
man, who has served his communily.for a
than a fifth of the century we are celebrating
weekend, certainly deserves reco
He’s not a native, born out in Illinois, nor a
a slate institulion—his college was llinois Weslevan, But
everyone will concede he’s as much a fixture in the city
as.lhe corner of Main and Heber streets.

head coacih at Woodrow W

Men like Van Meter conie

writer who has been writing sports for a quarter of a cen-
tury and not in the same place, ranks his great Beckley
coach above any other high school mentors we ever canre
in contact with—and we’ve seen and known some excellenl

ones, .

What Paul Brown and “Greasy” Neale are to profes-
sional football, what Frank Leahy, the immortal Knute
Rockne, “Pop” Warner and Wallace Wade were and are
to college foothall, so is Jerome Van Meter lo the high

school variety.

ilis record is excellent, super-duper in fact, but there’s
more to it than that just figures.

for him.
selves.
coaches,

Look

they were teen-agers,

A coach will go on a long tirade about “characler huild-

ing” more so when he has

) a losing season and wanls to
ers that he’ll come along eventually.
3 ins and builds character at the same
lime. He’s a great organizer, a great studer

convince his follow
But’Van Meler w

teacher.

at the success they have made for them-

Glance around the state at’some of Lhe high school
Youw'll find them 100 per

that they had the opportunity of playing under him when

cl He knows what to do, when to do it and how to
do-it. He lets nothing come belween him and his

ANMETER

BECKLEY POST-IERALD CENTENNIAL EDITION,

WINS GAMES AND HEARTS OF
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athletics, A
little betler
this coming
greal work,
graduate of

nition of his

few and far between. This

Ask the kids who plaved

cent grateful to “Van”

1f, a splendid

Ry -y

job.

He’s stern with his boys and stands for “no tom-foolery "

Yet he has a place for plenty
He has the respect of every

who ever went against him,

and west across lhe broad e
. * H

youwll never hear anvthing hut
and his coaching

iis personality
know that when they
deal, they'll play

their coach. .
Fhese are the import
man whao ranks with ¢

fantasy.

You’ll find Van Meter's
county schools, to name a
Fork, Bob Douglas at Sophia

Underwoodr
wood at the University

at Burlington, N. C. This is

xpanse of West Virginia and

v play. Beckley, theirs will be a fair
against a well-coached club and a group
of boys who embody all the sp

ant ilems in lauding the work of a

I the grealesi coaches in the land. [le
has coached hundreds of boys who w

All-Stale ranks in foolball and basket
the names of his athletes, and he’s hac
as good, who were overlooked in

boys coaching at many of the
few,

) » Hubert Jackson at Trap Hj

There are others like Nelson Bragg at arricane. Clds
at Nitro, Jess Lillv at E

of Kentucky

Just seratching t1 :
the boys who played under v’ ade go0d Ty

; viviy.

-of jollity in his program.
opposing coach and player

Travel.north and south, east

praise for his efficiency.

greatness. His opponents

ortsmanlike qualities of

ere standouts. The
ball are replete wilh
1 aTot othérs equally
the all-slar picking

Aubrey Jackson at Clear
Hurricane, Clyde

ilkview, “Red” Under-
and Stanley Huffman

an and made good in a big

Some Old Time Raleigh Coun

Eccles Had Great
Ball Club Around

World War I Era

“That was the greatest coalfield
team West Virginia ever had.”
Such a statement about a team
performed in Eccles around
1917 came from iis manager, Carl
V. “Duke” Ridgeley, now on the
the Huntingtion
Herald-Dispatch. So, no Centen-
nial sports page could be complete
without the story on that great

that

sports staff of
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Marks from Hunt-|
way. CIL;?' World War I that brought| o
s A . was Wor ar I that broug - « "
His record is amazing down|but how that boy improved and |about this outfir..‘1 Belfore Igaiaseﬁ DFr.a?k d(;x:gdmdafnhde C?I;f}; ?;[C: U LT
through the 21 years he has been| by the end of the season was the | Wilhelm drow America into the!l o oo cd the caiching du ber 1905 foot r ck
coaching. The statistical chart} talk of the state, first big fight Eeeles had 2 ball ties. Crum later became a state{ Uppger left: The 1905 footbq!l team of Beckley Sen
shows that he has w : . ' -~ R P, amateur golf ckampion, swinging!ed the sport on a big scale with a 20-0 win over Hinton.
shows thathe | 651 w;galfgifootbzég Going out for track, the hoop |park on the road o SIevens his clubs as a southpaw. He batted lefi to right, Grover Hunt, George
per cent recor:j. In regu;irogefson ::grt‘:r ;?S;};nup th_‘ihShOt and with ;}(a:ranctau,rx'bu.t :;—hent Hall _SCO;L'S from the left side and threw|Thompson, Ernest Richmond, Bernard Bailey, Phil Williams, Middle:
play his basketball teams Laue éurmg e S(I:)iini:l;nor?g’lcshhéhi:?[;\v i»aroe::p Ca:»rr,mguianr. 1inlgtslor;{neosv:: tnhi; r:ght-hfxnged. ) . ) Blake_ Philiips, C. P. Garten, Cam Lewis, Robert Lewis, D. W. Scott.
;\_ronl1282 games and lost 123, prac- ally wound up at:’CharJ‘eston in th; ball 'park for its camp. T};? 1tnf1g.dkhasd ig)xudat 2:3;:]&; g;optx: right:
1cally a 7 { averag o s yes . on first, 1Ick Sm S N ¥ .
¥ @ 70 per ceni average. - |state meet b\ breaking the shot! The Eccles community thus Toad Thurmond on short and; ley Institute. Back row, I to r, Coach Mays, Emmett Snead, Aubrey
rezgrdhiosogvéougflimeng the win .glllt[er:tcord with a heave of over |moved to a new Sot, the present gy, “Sajtrock” Midkiff on third. Smith, Guy Morrison.
n higher, 83 per cent, - location of the Admiral club, on ith i o i left: Maret 's i
é"m: '?7 “"iné %ﬂd b20n 10§595-- He And for the records, here they tgga of the kngll :é?ol:‘s rri)m the ixnr}:ct‘]o:'s onfm;‘t.h?et?x(c:; :;m{v;:t:ff;f% 51:1;.59231\.13;35&{5?;&’,5 Ifigsi:foéégi}'xl Munson, Leslie Bradley, Virgil Sar-
\\?ree»sleilngc,o?ucut usgirahfs L::;i\w?f are in black and whylée:L . ggrr?l;;;&ngmst&re‘;eganz g:{;r;a;?‘l?‘l +ton & Lee, pla?-iing ‘v.(‘im} Ecctl;lrs _ret;, Stan MclIntyre, McGraw, A'cord, I\_'Iatsos. Cec‘i_l B‘r:,a,dltrzy, Pat 'I'a'l’—i
sion and direction baseball shows T Pcl 1 ting slabs f iy | Soon after he graduated from ¢ lerico, Mgr. Babe Green. Front: Dennis Harless, Fats” Neeley, Boy+
55 wins and 31 lossos |Football _._ .. 139 61 14 .93 | ECCles, zetting slabs from a nearby ' [ ovington, Va., school. Fans will Harless, “Bateye” Foster, Doris Marshall, Raymond Stamper, Ed Pet-
' e ) . |Basketball . (sea) 282123 ¢ g9 | 2V, mill with the bark s““.f’" It remember him as a great de-|tigrew. Mick Forsman absent when picture taken.
That's a total number of vie- Basketball (tour) 97 20 ¢ .gog|i0 inclose the diamond with ajio e plaver and good hitter. Mabscott baseball team of 1915,
tories in the three major %P?rts of | All-over bketball 379 143 0 :7;2 fence. . . , Thurmond was from Charles-| Wrighi, George Stewart. Gladwyn
:t;zhlgg[sl;r;l;ss: ilr(:) g?g ‘;}E‘S‘CEZhS'aneball ........ 55 31 0 639 Hammers, nails and lumberiyon ang Midkiff, now the sheriffjLacy Carper. Jimmy Rook, Carl King.
vear. He has lost 235 times n Totals 473235 14 668 { were toted up the hill and a grand-| i capell county, went on o play; Dewey Combs, Eddie McDaniel, Finley King.
year. I 235 times and Football B i stand built. Though the fence and under Hal Chase with the New
that's for an average of .663. ootball By Src?mols ;stands have weathered and have!vorc yYankees and later with the
To go down over the entire list st W L T Pct.inceded replacements, thevre still Cincinnati Redlegs. ButCher Ragland Played
of boys who earned letters under po_cot i ¢ 0 0 1000!ganding. R, J. Burmeister men- The Eccles oufield had “Cutie” ’ -
Coach Van Meter would fill col. ;3:: fen le ...... 5 0 0 1.000 ] joned that Eccles had a “ringer’ | _ Ibert in left L\V;Ibur Fisher in ‘. . ’
umns of these pages. We joitedion2dy Spring ..., # 0 0 1000 |1eam that vear and Ridgeley could | L2Lbert “Dad” i F F t M t
. s Gary ............ 4 ¢ 01000, -3 inf, . icenter and “Dad” Snedegar in or lrs al en Or
down some of the names of that Trap Hill 300 IOGOIDTO‘ ide the information. ‘right. Ridgeley, himself quite a
. .. sten 1 AtépP nul o, o o i . M N iy
~f\1r?n foot_ball team m. 1'929, like South Charleston .. 3 & 0 1.000 I can’t remember all  the ball player who plaved some 12} Muck has been written about
Mike Quinn. Tom Covey, ‘Rolar}d ‘Montgomery ... ... 2 0 0 Long Plavers” said Ridgeley when years in the minor leagues, could ' how far back ihe start of footbal]
and Fred Hux:t, and have the list Gauley Bridge . 2 0 0 1‘000 contacted. He then proceeded to break into that lineup. igoes at each school, but let's take
of all-staters in football and bas- Clarksburgh Vietor: 10 0 '00 reel off the compleie squad. the 'a look at the record of the first
keiball as gleaned from the rec- Rohceverti ¢ °ry1 0 6 %'Oog fact that the team won 32 out of COUNTY ON PLATEAU Ipaid coach at Woodrow Wilson
ords. . s T 1000 3% games, and some of the history e T, iand see who helped make his
. . . _{East Fairmont .... 1 0 0 1.000 - v . -, Raleigh County lies in the Cum-~ ¢ p p
In the gridiron sport Frank Richwood 1 0 01000 of the ball plavers. He even re-, g Y e ‘ i1 Years a success. On the list of
Hulfman made an end posi in Taeger ........ ... 1 0 o 1000 Membered that Beckler was one'berland Plateau region. The nor.‘h‘i;xames. the first ones that sirike
1933, Jim Hanson was an end a"d-Cercdo-K‘ér‘u;\_':;n“ 10 0 1‘000 of the {wo teams io beat the,ern portion is a high @sscc;ed,om are those of Max Buicher,
“Buster” Smith a quarterback in Huntington East o 10 o 1‘000 Eccles outfit. mainly because of i plateau, feachxng frronéx 2.500 feet? ater a major league ball player| In
1938, George Davis took tackle Collins 1 0 0 1'000 great work by Doff Daniel, Aub-;above tide on Kayford Mountain!, - Ned Ragland, prosccuting at-
honors in 1941, while in the later Logan ... .. " 401 1‘000 rey Smith and pitcher by the name {0 3.300 feet on Pilot Knob along iorney in the couniv now,
vears fellows like Dick Davis. .uéiemﬁ """"" 4 0 1 1'000‘ of Guy Morrison. wno was a team- . the boundar}_' line betw_een Raleign | Bowers, a successful attorney |
Nick Rahall, Don Hodson, Randall Mt Hope 10 2 1 g33 mate of Earl ;‘Greas_v” Neal at'and' Wyoming coum;es‘.” Waggrsin town now. made Woodrow | . R
Broxles. Joe Conie and Bill Sig- Blueficld ...... .. 14 3 o .gog West er;.z:ma Wesleyan. ) ‘groszogjas r;edl.ced all this orig [ Wilson his first stop in a position |11 basketball.
mund were prominent. Mullens 15 & 1 .789; Burmeister recalls that the:inal piateau Lo wym_ Once he graduated from West Vir-
And the football sport couldn’t Weleh ... ...~ -; 1 1 '-;b; team rode the {rains to the variousisireams flow in deeply cut “V 'iginia University. Up io0 his time
be complete without mentioning Dunbar . ... 10 5 1 .667.i0wns that games were plaved in jshaped vaileys. iwith the Fiying Fagles, teachers
some of the near all stalers Iike | fyntionton Centeai 4 2 0 .667:7nd Ridgeley added that games in . ‘coached Beckley's teams. But
Sam Tucker, Clarence Underwood. Oak Hill 11 6 3 .6*75Huntingt0n‘ Chariesion and Cin- GENERAL ASSIGNED ) iBO\‘-’Cl’S 70t paf(i for his coaching.
Ned Quinn, Joe Fleshman, Jesiginton ... ... . 11 7 3 .§11.:cinnaii were on the schedule. “In! On NeTal He taught a little on the side. | Meadows.
Lilly, Nelson Bragg. Frank Grecco, Princeton ... .. ... § 5 0 .543ifact, Huntinzton was the other George B. McClellan was assigned!  The first “paid” coach was him-
Guy Potis, Pat O'Leary. Charles! Clarksburgh W. 1. 2 3 0 .300;icam io beat Eccles that year,” by the War Department in Wash-!selr an excellent athlete, plaving
Stansbury, Ralph Burke, Cl¥de| parkersburg ...... 2 4 1 ‘333 | Ridzeley went on. /ingion o the Depariment of Onio. all sports in his high school days,
Uncerwood, Gene Warden, Curiis: Charleston ... ... 515 1 250 The Eccles pitching staff had which included Raleizh County. ‘bui co
Atills, Stan  Huffman. Melvin | Greenbrier Military 0 1 § .90 —Tm—— 5 T —— —
ood, Tony Sparacino, Jim Kuhn.|5ionewall Jackson 0 2 0 000
Vic Peelish,

Randy Miller, and!

Sam Rahall.

Through the many vears Beck—!BKCC S d T
ey has visited the state baskeibail’ tal'te 0
tournament it has had .la goodiy | '
share eof bovs picked all-tourney! ;
since Van Meter’s dayvs and this‘Operate ]Il 1929
list includes the names of Arnold! ;
Yost, Nick Bakalis, Jesse Lilly,| The Black Knight Country Club, |
Aubrey Jackson, Bob Goldsmithfirst opened in 1929, has beeni
(who made all-tourney honors lar;_ge_ly the center of all gelfing;
twice), Steve Ulaki. Jimmy Baka-: activity in Raleigh Cou_nty, aitract-
lis, Larry Hunt and Frank Rod-,ing ils members even from outside
riguez (all from the 1946 state:the district. Its current champion
champion ieam). is from Mti. Hope in Fayette, Ed;

On the rolls of the all-state Zutwiler.
teams you complete the basketball | C. B. Swget, the club pro, i::;ls
lists with the names of such eut-|been with Black E\.mg._ht_}::rac;zca..v‘;
standing players as Ted Cook, who |€Ver since It was buili. C. B's
later captained the University ofjfather built the greens and his son
Tennessee: Jimmy Bakalis. who 00k over. One of the earliest golf
played with Cam Henderson's fine |€nthusiasts was E. M. Payne, Sr.!

rost-: Some of the champions who have!

t . I H Y St N . !

g:bsnihMql:iha.l};,.Aar.mvzyishig;_iprecedeq Champ Tutwiler were:
O Well 1N, Sar a. 8-t

ton & Lee: Lawrence Hunt. & ser}-*
sation in basketball and irack In
his {irst vear at Woodrow Wilson

and now is at West Virginia Uni-|
versity, and Frank Rodriguez, an-|

other current WVU performer.

A word about Hunt, It was the:the Beckley Ciladel of 'the. Sal_-’
year Van Meter had been dis-|vation Army. The organization is
service that!kept comippous]y busy !
Larry, a giant in school left the needy families, aiding transients,

charged from the

"

band and tried out for basketbail. 'z ]
He was at the awkward stage,!those in need.

Lou Scherer, Doug Bowers, Earl|
:Bailey, J. S. Trump, Ned Pavne:
rand Ray Sawver.

SALVATION ARMY {
i Captain John Roy Jones heads.

halmiv
acipadt

"and giving religious councel to all

Wayne Wright, Clyde Marks,
“Dago” Lawrence and Hugh
Davidson. Wright later went on
to the St. Louis Browns in the
Anerican League and in 1919 had
the AL’s best won and lost rec~
ord, 10 wins and two defeats. Law-
rence and Davidson were Marshall
players and

Front, Cariton Cook, Grover Trail.

i

¥

Williams, captain and coach: Flovd

J. Baxter McCorkle, Fred Hawley, mascot, Paul Earwood.
An outdoor basketball team of 1909 representing Beck-

Lower
team, coached by Charles Munson,

Lower center:
Back row, leit to right, Garnet
Davenport, Rucker Cline. Center:
Front, Newt Harlow, Mgr.

Glen White Baseballers Of 1910

Bob Yancey. Back row,
Jack McHugh, A. A. Potts,

Glen White had an almost all-winning team in 1910.
left in back row was D. A. G. Bowles of Beckley.
acted as manager of the team and is

1y

The boys are pictured above.

7 S

is.

Seminary that stari-
Back row,

ty Athletic Teams That Made History

Horse racing, confined largely
nowadays at Wheeling and Charles
Town in West Virginia, had it inn-
ings in Raleigh County in the days'
that the Raleigh County Fair was
neld out on the Fairgrounds on the
Stanaford road.

This fair started back in 1925
and while there were all the usual
sidelights, the horses were quite
numerous at the track and the
races good. At first it was the
trotters and pacers who came in,
a program of the Falr in 1928
showing purses as high as $300
being offered. Four or five events
were the rule each day.

County Fair Had

Racing Programs

PRODUCTS OF VAN
IN COACHING RANKS

In 1930 the running horses were
the rage and betting evidently was
legal since the newspapers carried
the payoffs for each of the three
winners. On Labor day that year
Sporting Silk won the second race
and paid its backers $15.60, 3.20
and 3,00.

The same horse ran the next
day, but in winning paid only
$2.80 and $2.00 in a three-horse
event. And it was the same story
the rest of the way, with the mu-
tuels much lower as the favorites
came through in the majority of
cases.

In one of the reports of the
1930 horse races, the story read
iike this: “Tish, J. H. Womack’s
brown mare, acted up at the post
tand broke away several times be-
fore the start. Finally when the
lineup was set, she swerved
threugh again breaking the string,
and the flag was dropped.

“Patsy  McDonald, Sporting
Sitk and Polly May managed to

etball in his inter-collegiate years.
He came to Beckley in the fall of
1925 and after two vears, dropped
out of coach, as Paul Steinbecker
succeede him to the WWHS helm.
Paul was Van Meter's predecessor.
football, Bowers recalled
some of the players who were on
the squads his two vears as men-
itor. Buicher played an end for

Besides Ragland
such names as these cavoried for
the Filying Eagles:

Hugart Holliday, George Hank-

Paul Malone, Roy Foster, Davton
Clint  Warden. Ray
Bowden. Dr. Clyde “Pinky” Smith.
Louis Gravely, Cecil Spangler and
Euland Thomas. '

ncenirating largely on bask-; “Bumps” Hobson and “Dutch™ia major league Wor_ld §eries. The
e e e ~jThompson, both deceased. were big righthander. piiching sensa-

jother members of those athletic
iteams at Woodrow Wilson in the
tarea of Coach Bowers.

i
| EMERGENCY CHARITIES
The Community Emergency
Charities Committee. headed by
Dr. J. L. Lineweaver has aided
innumerable needy families since
its organization. In addition to
helping persons siranded in the
city, the committee provides coal

cies. It is sponsored in part by ihe

Beckley - Mabscott Community
Chest.
WELFARE ASSEMBLY

The Raleigh County Social Wel-
fare Assembly was formed in
1949 with Gus F. Walker, Ap-
palachian Boy Scout Council
Executive, spearheading its or-

Sasien .3

co-ordinate the activities of all
i'ci\'ic and service organizations in
tthe county. A. U. Faull is now
{prexy.

. KILLED BY TREE
i
to Marsh
1840,

ipresent Henderson farm on Feb.

Dewees, Dr. Bowles, L. C. Thomas, [29, 1852, while returning hoine on

1horseback.

i Woodrow Wilson and was a center;

1a. Tom Gatherum. Whecler Davis,

and food during family cmergen-:

. A i
ganizaiion. The Assembiy aims to:

Nehemiah Daniel, who <came him unhappiness and some rather
Fourth from from Carroll County
Man in the derby hat in front is C. B. Stahl, whe Fork near Saxon in
now assistant to vice-president of Eastern Gas & Fuel Associate
Others in photy are front, 1 to 4. Burton (first name unknown); second man unidentified; Larbin Pot

Edgar Fairburn, Luther Browning, Harry

wasiness and make a comback with
s.|kilied by a falling tree near the|San Diego in the Panific

Waves and two others standing
siill. Tish was an outsider in the
rwagering and the fans howled for
a disqualification. The racing
{judges decided 1o call of all bets
land return ihe wagers. This won
[the race and got the Purse of

1$150.”

! During the late '20s when the
:sulky races were in evidence the
Raleigh’ County Fair's total purses

:ran as high as $%,500.

. John Gorsica

E Born in New Jersey, but now
!settled down as a Beckleyan since
‘he started his professional base-
‘ball career in Beckley, is John
:Gorsica, only other ball plaver in
,these parts who has seen action in

itionally for two years in the Class
‘D Mountain State Jeague with the
local Bengals in 1937 and 1938,
{then went on to Detroit, with a

get away, but left Stormy, Wild|

‘stopof{ in between at Beaumont in
ithe Texas league. ;
i Though used largely as a relief!
ipitcher with a consequence that he
‘never hung up great pitching
.records in the win and lost column,
.Gorsica played a brilliant role in
'Detroit’s march to the American
iLeague pennant in 1940.

% He won some vital and crucial
igames with low-hit pitching per-
| formances in September. On a staff
{that included “Schoolboy™ Rowe,
!Bobo Newsom, Tommy Bridges
.and Dizzy Trout, Gorsica relieved
;in two losing games of the 40
:series against the Cincinnati Red-
‘legs.

He might have been in another
;series, but when Detroit won in
'1945 Gorsica was pitching another
‘kind of game, World War II f{or
:Uncle Sam. He rejoined the Tigers
ifor 1946 and 1947 before he came
‘up with a sore arm that has caused

{vain attempts to get back in har-

Coast
{league. With no response from his
‘atm this past spring. Garsica de-
icided to hang up his glove.

[$2923.943

CLYDE UNDERWOOD ~
(Nitro‘ High)

’

BOB DOUGLAS -
(Sophia High)

RED UNDERWOOD -
. (Kentucky U)- " '
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